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Barriers to international publication of 
research

● Language (especially English)

● Lack of guidance around academic publishing practices

● Lack of writing guidance/support (even in Portuguese)

● Money
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Sullivan, E. J. (2002). Top 10 reasons a manuscript is rejected. Journal of 

Professional Nursing, 18(1), 1-2.



Two recent strategies at UFPR

● Centro de Assessoria de Publicação Acadêmica (CAPA)
● Disciplina Transversal “Academic Writing in English”
● Both: R$0,00 starting budget



● Created in 2016 (Ron Martinez)
● Initial team: 3 student volunteers, 1 

professor
● Mission: Provide UFPR space to 

support writing
● No start-up budget asked for or 

required of university
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Why create a “CAPA”?



What many Brazilian universities do:
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What many Brazilian universities do:

R$ 250,000 towards 210 articles



CAPA expected 2019 output:

● 320 articles
● Total cost: R$ 180,000
● (Oh but so much more…)
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Disciplina Transversal “Academic 
Writing in English”



What is a “disciplina transversal”?

● “...disciplinas formativas que são comuns (transversais) a um 
conjunto importante de cursos (ex., estatística, metodologia da 
pesquisa, filosófica da ciência, etc.).”

● “Tradicionalmente, muitas dessas disciplinas são ministradas no 
seio de cada curso ou programa ao invés de serem ofertadas de 
forma mais abrangente.”
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● “Gostei muito por ser ofertada para diversos cursos, me senti parte de 
uma comunidade maior que meu universo de rotina.”
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● “Já tenho uma revista encaminhada para mandar meu artigo, e as dicas 
finais do professor ajudaram bastante nessa aproximação inicial!” 
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402 responses

= 289 potential  
publications



More than “English”

“Meu trabalho ainda não foi publicado, 
mas foi submetido a uma revista. A 
disciplina contribuiu como escrita 
acadêmica de uma forma geral, mais 
até do que como ‘escrita acadêmica 
em inglês’.”



Barriers to international publication of 
research

● Language (especially English)

● Lack of guidance around academic publishing practices

● Lack of writing guidance/support (even in Portuguese)

● Money

Dr. Ron Martinez



Summary and conclusion



Summary and conclusion

● Total annual cost today: < R$ 200,000 each (CAPA and 
Transversal)



Summary and conclusion

● Total annual cost today: < R$ 200,000 each (CAPA and 
Transversal)

● Starting budget for both: R$ 0,00.



Summary and conclusion

● Total annual cost today: < R$ 200,000 each (CAPA and 
Transversal)

● Starting budget for both: R$ 0,00.
● International publications since 2017: > 400
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● Total annual cost today: < R$ 200,000 each (CAPA and 
Transversal)

● Starting budget for both: R$ 0,00.
● International publications since 2017: > 400
● Feeling supported by your university: PRICELESS



Thank you!

drronmartinez@gmail.com

www.drronmartinez.com

mailto:drronmartinez@gmail.com

