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LEARNING   
Education, Technology & Science at a Nexus



How Can We Learn 
from Each Other?

• 21st Century Learning
• Content-Based Instruction (CBI)
• What we can learn
• What we have to offer
• Strategies for positive collaboration



THE 
NEW
CULTUR
E OF 
LEARNIN
G

Th
e 

C
ol

le
ct

iv
e “a collection of 

people, skills, and 
talent that 
produces a result 
grater than the 
sum of its parts”

“collectives derive 
their strength from 
participation”

A New Culture of Learning: 
Cultivating Imagination for a 

World of Constant Change 
Thomas & Brown, 2011)



artes liberales

Grammar
Logic
Rhetoric
Arithmetic
Geography
Music 
Art 





“Increasingly in the 21st Century, 
what you know is far less important 
than what you can do with what you 
know” (p. 142)

“to produce real innovation, 
knowledge in and of itself is 
necessary but not sufficient” (p. 25)



Insights from Other Worlds

What are the best 
resources for 
teaching?
Other teachers.

Sharing is the 
most valuable 
practice.





CONTENT BASED 
INSTRUCTION



Key Features of CBI 
(Shaw, 204)

• Syllabus defined by 
content

• Focus on meaning – 
content drives the 
syllabus

• No overt error 
correction

• Linguistic 
modification

• Contextual clues aid 
meaning

• Interaction about 
content is 
interesting and 
real

• Silent 



Types of CBI

Type 1: The Direct Content Model
Type 2: Team Content Model
Type 3: Subsidiary Content Model
Type 4: Supplementary Content Model 
Type 5: Parallel Content Model

Q: How would you categorize the English language
instruction currently going on at your institution?



A Continuum of Content and 
Language Instruction

Snow, 2001, p. 305

Total Language 
Immersion

Partial 
Immersion

Sheltered
Courses

Adjunct Model 
Classes

Theme-Based 
Courses with 
Frequent Use of 
Content for 
Practice



Quiz Time

• La filosofía de la américa 
latina

• Русский язык для 
дипломатов

•  世贸组织



TESOL Position Statement on 
CBI

CBI “has radically changed the role of 
language teachers and the language 

curriculum”  worldwide

Teacher Preparation must focus on
• Constructing learning environments for language, 

literacy, and content
• Support for students’ cultural identities, language 

development, and content-area achievement
• Standards-based practices and strategies for 

language and content
Collaboration across Disciplines



What can language teachers learn from 
other subject teachers?

Other 
subjects

Biology Math

Physical 
EducationEngineering

Drama

Computers 
and IT

Geography 
or History





A Basketball Coach’s Tips for 
Language Teacher 

(Whitman, 2012)



Tip 1 
Emphasize 
the physical 
components 
of 
communicati
on

Tip 2 
Develop your 
own playbook 
of language 
drills

Tip 3 
Motivate 
your team



What can subject teachers learn 
from language teachers?

With your neighbor, 
list at least 5



New Generation of CBI Teacher
(Horn, 2011)

1. Language Skills
2. Academic Skills
3. Effective Practices (not “methods”)

– Sustained input
– Collaborative work
– Context
– Visual support/graphic organizers
– Project work



“What ESL teachers bring to 
the table is deep 
understanding of how 
language is acquired, the 
importance of teaching 
academic language, and the 
cultural issues for students 
who are English-learners.”

Rosa Aronson, TESOL International



Academic Language

Students need explicit 
instruction to catch up.

Every teacher needs to 
“demystify learning by 
sharing the academic 
secrets”

Kinsella, 1997, p. 53

Jim Cummins, 1979



4. Differentiated instruction
– Learning styles and strategy instruction
– Pacing 

5. Materials development & syllabus design
– Working with authentic materials
–  SHARING

New Generation of CBI Teacher
(Horn, 2011)



Understanding for the need for 
“positive tension” (Stoller, 2002)

and different perspectives on the same 
theme.



6. Assessment
– Alternative assessment (More than discreet 

grammar)

7. Incorporation of learning technologies
–  As tools not a panacea

New Generation of CBI Teacher
(Horn, 2011)



How can we work together?

Remember…
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Some ideas

• Two-way sharing

“Ideally, collaboration should draw on ESL 
and content teachers’ pooled expertise in 
equal measures” 

(Shall-Leckrone & O’Conner, 2012, p. 2).



How? Attitude

• Mutual respect
• Genuine collaboration
• Shared responsibility 50/50



What? Practical Steps
• Peer observation of classes
• Professional development 

together
• Co-teaching
• Professional learning 

communities (PLCs)
• Social events
• Technology – online resources, 

blogging



Required: Vision

“Successful collaboration 
requires a shared vision and 
responsibility for EL learning 
guided by 
supportive ... leadership”

(Shall-Leckrone & O’Conner, 2012, p. 4).



FREE 
COURSE
S!



DOWNLOA
DABLE 
RESOURCE
S
 738 Resources on 
Teaching Content
 English Teaching 
Forum
 Webinars

 Professional 
Communication Skills 
for Leaders

 Academic Writing

 Lesson Planning

 Reference Grammars



AFRAID OF 
MISSING OUT?

Sign up for our 
newsletter…

Invite others to sign 
up for our 
newsletter…

…and get the latest 
from RELO Brazil.

RELOBrazil@State.G
ov 



Jennifer Uhler
RELOBrazil@State.Gov

Br.USEmbassy.Gov


