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“….Universities are being asked to stretch beyond the traditions 
of teaching, research, and scholarship, and to reach out beyond 
their walls, real or metaphorical, in order to connect with their 
communities and regions in ways that are novel, challenging, 
and impactful…”

“….nowadays, in the context of widening socioeconomic and 
regional disparities within countries and competitive economic 
circumstances globally..”

“Engagement now forms a critical part of 
government and, correspondingly, of higher education 
agendas”



“More universities, could follow the example of Michigan State University in 
East Lansing in building stronger links with their local communities, and 
seeking to work with them to tackle research problems that affect their quality 
of life. These include monitoring soil and water quality, for example, and 
addressing the challenges of regional demographics…” 

“….universities, funders, supporters and the rest — should look harder at 
social problems and opportunities, and seek ways for science to help.” 





 In Brazil 

Community Engagement = Extension 
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The first concept 
Community engagement was characterized by the 
transference of techniques and knowledge
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Community engagement as a dialogical 
process between university and community   
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Community engagement activities must 
comprise at least 10% of the total curriculum 
of undergraduate students



Community engagement is an educational, 
cultural and scientific process, indissociable 
from research and education, that enables the 
transforming relationship between the 
University and Society 

Forproex - 2012
www.ufmg.br/proex/renex/images/documentos/Política-Nacional-de-Extensão-Universitária-e-book.pdf
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Community engagement

Local Global



Community Engagement
 

ü  unique opportunity for the undergraduate and graduate 
students to learn from the community problems and 
knowledge

ü practical education in contact with real-life problems 



https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=1-iYhyZbpvOTcp8lSlNKEn3v441o&ll=-22.787750777412285%2C-47.00715321136579&z=7



Extension Projects - Unesp



Thank you!!!!!

Obrigada!!!!!


