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A bit of personal history...



  

Common Problems

● Writing for university rankings
● Writing for tenure and promotion
● Writing as part of internationalization
● Lack of time for writing
● Lack of funds for editing
● Lack of availability of good content + language 

support
● Lack of writing experience (in English) and facility



  

Solution: 
Faculty seminar series

Finding a way in
Do you find it difficult to get started and keep on track with your writing 
projects? In this workshop, we’ll look at various heuristics for beginning 
successful writing endeavors.

March 
4

Näituse 
2-113

Sentence variety
Sometimes writers find themselves saying the same thing and using the same 
words over and over. We will look at a few ways to build interesting and varied 
sentences using different vocabulary and grammatical structures.

March 
25 Näituse 

2-113

Understanding Commas
A tiny but confusing aspect of English punctuation, the comma will be the 
focus of this workshop. We will look at examples of writing and deduce some 
“rules of thumb” for dealing with commas in the future.

April 15
Näituse 
2-113

Academic Communications
Letter and email writing accompany the writing process for most academics. 
We will look at diplomatic language useful in managing such exchanges with 
foreign colleagues, reviewers, and editors. 

May 6
Näituse 
2-113

Finding the right transition
Moving from one idea to another seamlessly can be tricky in writing. This 
workshop will focus on increasing your awareness of commonly-used 
transitional devices and add to your written repertoire of effective transitional 
phrases.

May 20
Näituse 
2-113



  

Solution: 
Open office hours



  

Solution: Virtual hours



  

Solution: 
TOT publication

https://id.usembassy.gov 

https://id.usembassy.gov/


  

Solution: 
Writing center resources

https://americanenglish.state.gov
 

● Purdue OWL
● Bilwrite, Bilkent
● EWCA, IWCA
● Writing Center Journal
● Writing Lab Newsletter
● The Dangling Modifier, Penn 

State
● Praxis: A Writing Center 

Journal, UTexas
● CRLA Tutor Certification

https://americanenglish.state.gov/


  

Some good questions
● Who is your audience? 
● How many faculty do you think will use the service?
● Are there faculty from other faculties that might be willing to consult?
● How will you ensure feedback is appropriate?
● How will you train tutors to work with faculty?
● How will you advertise services?
● How will you communicate expectations of feedback verses proofreading?
● What kind of institutional support do you have?
● What human and physical resources do you have? What spaces?
● Is this sustainable?
● What goals does the WC have? Do the goals of the WC and the 

institution intersect?
● What services will you offer?

Cirillo-McCarthy, 2014; Lee, 2015



  

Hot tips
● Focus on the writer: Define the WC 

in terms of the writers served 
(North, 1984)

● Focus on process rather than 
product: It’s about writing (Warnock 
and Warnock, 1984)



  

Hot tips
● Respect: Writers retain ownership and 

guide process in writer-centered 
consultations (North, 1984)

● Posture to collaborate: Both the writer 
and consultant learn (Grimm, 1996)

● Ask to explore. Answer together
● Resist picking up the red pen 



  

Hot tips
● Open up: The setting creates room for 

relaxed, honest conversation and the 
translation of academic language to the 
everyday (Harris, 1995)

● Rapport provides the foundation for 
everything: Know the individual

● Create an inviting space: Tea, coffee, sofas, 
décor

● Time matters. So does wrap up and 
reflection.
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AFRAID OF 
MISSING 
OUT?
Sign up for our 
newsletter…

Invite others to sign up for 
our newsletter…

…and get the latest from 
RELO Brazil.

RELOBrazil@State.Gov 

mailto:RELOBrazil@State.Gov


Office of English Language Programs 
US Department of State

ssy Jakarta

The Regional English Language Office

promotes quality English teaching 

by providing academic expertise, 

consultative assistance, and 

materials resources 

for English teachers and learners

                                 Jennifer Uhler
Helmara de Moraes

Solange Smith
Isabela Santos
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RELOBrazil@state.gov
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